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terms and conditions for any of the 
HSACU programs may result in a sus-
pension or an immediate revocation of 
HSACU certification. 

§ 3434.8 Appeals. 
(a) An institution not listed as a 

HSACU in Appendix B to this part may 
submit an appeal to address denial of a 
certification made pursuant to this 
part. Such appeals must be in writing 
and received by the HSACU Appeals Of-
ficer, Policy and Oversight Division, 
National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, 800 9th Street SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20024 within 30 days fol-
lowing an announcement of institu-
tions designated for certification. The 
Appeals Officer will consider the record 
of the decision in question, any further 
written submissions by the institution, 
and other available information and 
shall provide the appellant a written 
decision as promptly as circumstances 
permit. Such appeals constitute an ad-
ministrative review of the decision ap-
pealed from and are not conducted as 
an adjudicative proceeding. 

(b) Appeals involving an agriculture- 
related field of study must include the 
CIP code and program title of the field 
of study (or major). 

(c) Appeals from non-HSI schools will 
not be considered. 

(d) The NIFA Assistant Director of 
the Institute of Youth, Family, and 
Community shall serve as the Appeals 
Officer. 

(e) In considering such appeals or ad-
ministrative reviews, the Appeals Offi-
cer shall take into account alleged er-
rors in professional judgment or al-
leged prejudicial procedural errors by 
NIFA officials. The Appeals Officer’s 
decision may: 

(1) Reverse the appealed decision; 
(2) Affirm the appealed decision; 
(3) Where appropriate, withhold a de-

cision until additional materials are 
provided. The Appeals Officer may base 
his/her decision in whole or part on 
matters or factors not discussed in the 
decision appealed from. 

(f) If the NIFA decision on the appeal 
is adverse to the appellant or if an ap-
pellant’s request for review is rejected, 
the appellant then has the option of 
submitting a request to the NIFA Dep-

uty Director for Food and Community 
Resources for further review. 

(g) The request for further review 
must be submitted to Policy and Over-
sight Division, National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, 800 9th Street SW., 
Washington, DC 20024 within 30 days 
following the Appeals Officer’s deci-
sion. 

(h) No institution shall be considered 
to have exhausted its administrative 
remedies with respect to the certifi-
cation or decision described in this 
part until the NIFA Deputy Director 
for Food and Community Resources 
has issued a final administrative deci-
sion pursuant to this section. The deci-
sion of the NIFA Deputy Director for 
Food and Community Resources is con-
sidered final. 

(i) Appellants shall be notified in 
writing of any decision made by NIFA 
in regards to the appeal. 

§ 3434.9 Recertification. 
(a) The recertification process for a 

HSACU remains the same as the proc-
ess outlined in § 3434.6. 

(b) There is no limit to the number of 
times an institution may be recertified 
as a HSACU. 

(c) In the event an institution is not 
granted recertification due to non-
compliance with reporting require-
ments for a HSACU program, the insti-
tution shall be notified in writing and 
given a period of 90 days from the date 
of notification to be in compliance. 

§ 3434.10 Reporting requirements. 
(a) The certification process does not 

involve any reporting requirements. 
(b) Reporting requirements for 

HSACU programs (e.g., HSACU Endow-
ment Fund) shall be established in sep-
arate parts. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 3434—LIST OF 
AGRICULTURE-RELATED FIELDS 

The instructional programs listed in this 
appendix are observed to be agriculture-re-
lated fields for HSACU eligibility purposes. 
Programs are listed in numerical order by 
their six-digit CIP code followed by the full 
title of the instructional program, as listed 
by the U.S. Department of Education. 
01.0000, Agriculture, General 
01.0101, Agricultural Business and Manage-

ment, General 
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